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10 - 11 JUL 74

12 JuL 74

13 - i6 SUn Th
17 < 31 JuL 74
1 - 20 AUG T4

21 - 23 AUG 74
24 - 25 AUG TH
25 - 29 AUG TH
30 ~ 31 AUG 7%
1 - 5 SEP 7

6 - 23 SEP T4

29 SEP - 4 OoCT 7

5 - 11 OCT 74
11 OoCT 7+

12 OCT Tk

13 OCT - 2 WOV

15 OCT T4

12 NOV - 2& DIC

24 -~ 31 DEC T
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Q,Aﬂsln moves from USS KITTY HAWK
Loy 1185 Miranar

~tgundron Change of Command at NAS
Miramar

~Pozt deployment standdown
~Airerew training at NAS Mlramar

-ACM,AIC and FCLP Training at NAS
Miramar

-Transit CONUS to NAS Norfolk/Oceans
-S3quadron onlecad USS AMERICA
~ZARQUALS US3 AMERICA

~Cvelic OPS U35 AMERICA

-inporc Norioli

~-NATO Exercise Northern Merger
abcard USS AMERICA

~Inport Portsmouth, England
~Enrouce Norfolk
-Blveff® to NAS Oceana

»ﬂrﬂivm Norfolk/transit CONUS to
NAS [Iiramar

-aircrew training at NAS Miramar

-Alyveraft Corditional Evaluation
TACE) Program undertaken. Flrst
arropaft inducted 155876,

~ACM and AZC training at NAS Mirama:

"\J‘

JPGUN ACH tralinine at NAS Miramar

m‘uM AZS zad POL? training at NAS
AlTaAmar
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29 DEC 73 ~ 13 JAN 74

14 - 23 JAN 74
23-28 JAN 74

29 JAN - 4 TEB 74

5 ~ 22 FEB 74
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3 - 28 FEBYY

27 MAR - 22 £I0 7h
23 - 26 APR Th

26 - 30 APR 74
1 - 13 MAY 714

14 - 18 MAY 74

19 -~ 20 MAT T4

20 - 26 MAY T4
27 MAY - 2 JUN T4

- 11 JUN 74
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12 ~ 19 Juw 74

20 JUN - 1 &UL 73

2 JuL Th
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8 JUL TH
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JUL T4

L 397h

~-Inroute,/Itiport Subice Bay

~Enroute/Inport Manila

~Lecal carrler operations in South

China Sea OPAREA

-Enroute/Inport Subic Bay

~Enroute Indlan Ocean
-Caryier Operations in
-Inport Mombasa, Kenya
~Carrier operations in
--Inport Singapore
~Enroute Subic Bay
-Inport Sublc Bay

-Carrier operations in
Sea QOPAREA

Indlan Ocean

Indlan Ocean

South China

-Inport Sukie Boy for CTF-77

Change of Command
-iEnroute Hong Kong

~Inport Hong Kong

~Carricer operctions/Enroute Subie

Tay

~-inport Subic Bay
~Enrcute CCIIGS

~innort Pearl Hertor
~nnroute CONUS
-plyelD to NAD Mivamar

~Arrlve Yorth Island
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COMMAND ORGAWIZATION A0 RELATIONS

7 Fighter Squadron TWO THIRTSTY is a component of Carrier
Alr Wing BLEVEN and is homeported at the Naval Alr Station
Miramar, California. The crinary mission of this MeDonnell
Douglas PUT equipped Pighter Sguadron 1s to nrovide all-
weather air superiority for the fleet. The secondary
mission of the squadren is to supplement the Adr Wing attack
capabilities for conventional weapoens delivery. Commander
Roger W. Brown Jr.,.USN war the Commanding Officer from 15
June 1973 untcil his relief on 12 July 1974 by Commander
Rovert I. Heisner Jr., U3N during ceremcnies held at NAS
Mirana:.

OPZRATTONS

The beginning of calendsr year 1974 Ffourd Vr-213
particlpating in CARQUAL ard carrier OPS refresher training
in the Scuth Thina Sea Cjarea. These operatlons were
conducted in anticipatican of a ferthecomiag Indian Ocean
deployment. The Black Lions flew many and varied missions
during théir first line veriod of 1974, These included
Combat Air Patrol, Strike Misslons, Flak Suppression and
elght sorties flown in support of anti-alr-warfare exercises.
In addition, on 9 January, VF-213 supplied four alrcraft
as part of a firepower demonstration for the crew of the
KITTY HAWK and her egcorting ships. This included two
Black Lior airecraft firing  /IM-9¥ Sidewinder nissiles at
simulated targsts.

A two week 1nport parlod necessicated many Fileld
Carrler Landing Practice sessions at 1.8 {2ubl Point .as
Black Lion ailrsrews polished thelr skills for the second
line periocd, abosrd USS XKITTY HAWK. This-.second line
veriod, in the fouth China Sea Oparee, was final prepar-
ation for the upcoming Indian Ocean deplceyment. The high-
light of this brief 1line pericd was the #irluz of thiree AIM-
7D Sparrow missiles and cne ATM-9B Sidewinder misgsile,

The last inport period nrior to thei» Irndian Qcean
deployment founli V7213 alrerews participeting in Alr Combat
Manuevering exercises. Thig training was welcow~d by all,
since aircrows had not had 2 chance o sXerclise their ACM
skills since daploying from San Tiego in November of 1973.
In addition, the two week inpor: period was hectic indeed
for the Maintenance Depsortment of VEB-213. In additlion to
thelr normal Juties, maintenance personnel were charged
with the incorporation cof four airerart medifications to
all of theilr F-4J fighters. Trese modifieaticns included

2

-~
u@ﬁll .EBE-N E E;-l& ¥
Enclosure (1)


amanda.may1
Line

amanda.may1
Line


—CONFIDENTIAL—

incorporation of Charger Blue and Pride ECM systems into
all alrcraft. Malntenance pevrsonnzi were to be commended
for their over 1800 manhour effort needed to sucessiully
complete all airecraft medifications,

In late February, foliowing two cdays of CARQUAL
refreshers off the coast of the Philippines, Vi-213
deployed to the Indian Ocean aboard USS XITIY HAWK.

Durlng this deployment over 200 sorties were ficwn,
including CAP, AIC, AAWEX, Strike missions and o limited
amount of ACM missions. The highlight of the deplioyment
ocenred in =arly April. After a week of preparation, the
Black Lions varticipated in a dry iong show of alrpower
for triz Shah of Tran Curing this demonstration the Black

Licns fired alir to air missiles and dropped varilous air to
ground ordrance, demonstceating to the Shah anid all other
chservers the versatllity of the F-UJ Phantom.

Retursing tc Subic Ray on the 1st of May, the Biack
Lions spent two irpore preparing for their upcoming
iine period in the South China Sea Oparea. The highlight

of this "ine pericd scw the Black Lions participating in
another shcw of alirpower, this time for high level officials
of the South Vietnamese Government. Once again the United
States projection of power was demonstrated by the KITTY
HEWK carrier task force and air wing.

waels

ATter a much deserved one week stay in Heng Fong, the
Black Lions spent their last line period of this cruise
enroutz to Subilic Hay. Aiicrone week in Subice Bay the
Black Licns began the leong transit to CONUS suoard USS
KITTY HAWK.

Arriving iw San Diego on 10 July, ihe Blacl Lions
began a short Tive week training cycle in prepavation for
thelr deployment aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-65). First on
the agenda was z thorzupgh review in the ciassvenom of
instrument procedures o te used arcund MAS Wiramar. After
the ailrcrew reviewsed thelr procedures in the classroom,
they flew at least orz instrument refresher tc re-famil-
larize thamselves with FAL rpositive control procedures.
The next three weesks were gpent flying AIL andé ACM refresher
nops. The last week prior o deplovment Lo USS AMIRICA
was spent gehtting tanlzing practice and initenzive Fiseld
Carrier Lending Practlee, AL duving the cyele the
Maintenance Depoyviment periorned with Hhelr usual 2xcellence,
providing airceraft to suprort the £light schedul« and
getting all squadiron alrcraft ready for the upeemning transit
to NAS Oceana. Tinally, from 21-23 Lugust the sguedron and
all its alrecraft made the move o NAS Oceana.
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TCONFIDERTTAL

After a weelk of 4ntensive CALQUAL and carrier OPS
refresher training off the Vivpinin coast during which the
Black Lions flew 100% ot &11 scheculod sorties due to
another splendid maintenance effur’, the squadron deployed
abcard USS AMERYCA for the NATO conducted exercise Northern
Merger. During tiie transit to the North Atlantic the Black
Licns participeted 1n a number of brlefings. All hands
were briefed on the procedures of a new carrler and air
wing. In addition, all harids were thoroughly briefed on
the special problems preszented by cold weaiher operations
with pitehing decks, someining seldom seen on a WESTPAC
crulse. Alrcrevws were briefed thoroughly on recognition
of Soviet air and surface threats, Orange Force air and
surface threats, BOM, XCCM, overflight intercepts and CIC

(sl
procedures ancng aner things.

During a 2orvion
North Atlanfic. W32
°n+icipgtﬁﬁh

e ftransit from Nordfolk to the
wng vlaced on Alert B posture in
= sixroraft overflights.,

The aire: sitr o 500 gallion centerline
tank, 2 Tiﬁﬁ i3s on the aft fuselags

stations and & &fﬂwﬁs Sldewinigﬂ missile on each inkoard
wing station. ‘ e Sehtember, a Black Lion aircraft
was launched ceni and escort a Russian Bear

p“O@cn.ng the ship. The intercept

AMERICA, and NH-106 rendeavous on the Bear as brlefed.
When the Bear had turned away from the ship and posed no
further threat, NH-106 wasz cleared to return to homeplate.
This was nct the Black Lions last opportunity at a Soviet
overfiighe intercspt, howewer, as the Black Lions completed
over ten Bear intercepts and fwo Badger intercepts in the
next two weeks. In wﬂﬂ*ci@ﬁ; =lack Lion alreraft
simulated an averag= of iwo Crangn Force kills per day
during the tern day long exercise Northern Merger, despite
sometimes adverse weathar cconidiiicns. Exereise Worthern
Herger was consideired & sucesss by all and o good
Iindecetrinaticn into cold wcathcrs heavy seas cperations.
‘FL’w 2 five day stsy I Porbaswouth, Engiend. the Black
Lions were again bound fuL COHTS QLQ 1ock*ng Torrard to
thelr return to Miramar for a nueh deserved s=ven month
curnarvound before thelir naxh WEISTEAT crulse aloard TISS
KITTY HAVE.

Returniuzg to NAS Miramas
again Tlew .nf:_JmOAu SR

12 favobey. the Biack Lions
cy Tlighis and then began a

tOATC sa Al Tovr an upcoming intensive
ACM zvllanug, o Vixing omna vapssus one
and twe vaersng ties agxinst thelr syuadron
mates,. O 12 N‘Ja.bnr < Ddons beagan tr ~‘r TOPGUN
ACM syllabtuc, fisghting TOFLLY Ad¥s, T=5's and T.38'sg,
Staritlng two versus on Siack Lions proé*o sed to the
two versus two arena cember. By the end of the
5
G
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~SOHIERENP A

year all alrcrews had flown numerous hops against TOPGUN
adversaries. Whlle engaged ia the Q0FGUN syllabus, the
Black Lions utilized the Air Comba® Manuevering Range
(ACMR) near Yuuwa, Arizona to the fullest extent possible.
Utilization of AC!MR enables aircrews to debrief tactics
hops while watchling video tapes of {he fights they have
Just engaged in, leaving nothing to memory and enabliing
any and all mistakes to be obJectively analyzed. A1l
will agree that ACMR is indeed an extremely valuable
training aid uzed to enhance aircrews ACM expertise.
Finally, the close of 1974 saw VF-213 conducting FCLP
fraining In preparation for zn upcoming CARQUAL refresher
aboard USS KITTY HAWK in January of 1975.

The officers and men of Fighter Squadreon TWO THIRTEEN
are proud of their mary achilevements during calender year
1974, Equipped with tue Favy's F-UJ aircraft and highly
polished fighter crews, the "Black Lions™ fulfililed all
assigned missions while urelding i%s reputation as the
I'inest filghter squad.:en in the United States Navy.

CPECTAL TOPICS

Safety 1974

1. Total hours flown: 2335.5
day: 1808.3
nilight: 527.2

Z. CVA landings:

cay: Rt
nrgkvig 2rz
o ytoeyT o Q
SO 'J\.)-l ° \_5 ( 3

3. Alrcrarit Accidents - cne major aircraft accident occurred:
a. 1~-754 L7 IS cC2 Cperational
tralning accident on 1€ WHovember 1974, Alrcraft 155895.
Nota:  VH.-213 net aselen=d respounsibilisy for accident.

CONTRIBUTIONE /ACHTEVENINYS

The "Black Licns" of V&-213 were involw-red in & number
of notable achievements ond contributlons during salender
year 197/. VF.Z1% was task:l 28 on- of-ihe firsc P=U4J
squadrons to inc ce The Tharge 3ilue and Jrid= ICM
sfstems Inlie Thne s LAt Dardng o two weelr fupnort period
in Fobruary thw pelalk iment oxpended wmore than
1800 manpours incorporati:g vhess systems. This was in
addition to the normal mointenincs effovt neededl to supvort
an average of sir sortles per day. lor their efiorts, the
Maintenarce Depavtment were indeed to be comuenied.

b
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During the ccourse of thelr cruisce, in addition to flylng
hundreds of their many and varied inlssions, the Black Lions
also participatsd in twe majcr ailrpower demenstrations, one
for the Shah of Iran and the othar Tor high level officilals
of the South Vietnamese Governument. Both demonstrations
were considered huge successes. These successes were due,
of courge, to the many long hours spent by every man
involved in practice, pireparation aiid maintenance needed
to suppert such an undertaking.

During the crulse, the Black Lions successfully filred
nine ATM-9B snd 4TM~04 Sidewindeér and eight AIM-TE-2
Spavrow migsiles. In addition, VF-213 dropped over
50,003 nounds of 1live crdnance. This accomplishment, while
noi as impressive as those achievad during the war years,
must nonetheless be considered notable considering the
problems impozcd upon ¥E-213 due to the newly initlated CV
Carrier Concel o, which in-luded crowded deck loading and a
much greater demand ov¢ shop working spaces as a result of
additional sguadrons being assigned to the alr wing.

Arrviving back at HAS Miramar on 10 July, the Black Licns
began a short five week training cycle in preparation for
thelr deployment aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-66). WNotable during
this time pericd was the splended malntenance effort put
forth in getting &!1 squadron aircraft ready for the transit
CONUS to NAS Oceans during the later part of August, while
at the same Time providirg the numerous alircralft needed to
support the intensive TCLF training at Miramar prior to
thelr deployment o the E-at Coast and Northern Merger.

While engaged in CARQUALS sboard USS AMERICA, VF-213
participated in the countinued evalustlon of the newly
instituted touch £nd go program designed to give aircrews
as many looks at the dcck as possible during the short
time frame allotted to them. After completing one week of
CARQUALS and cyellic ops znd spending one week inport Norfolk,
the Black Lions wewre pruud of their accomplishments in
Intercepting over a dozen Russian over”l*ghts end simulating
kills on cver Lwenty Owvarige Force aircraft while working in
conjunection withk our NATC friends. More notable, however,
was the maintenonce effort put forth to provide the alrcrews
with the agsety necessary to perform these accomplishments.
Working under +he adverse conditlions of high windsg, heavy
szas and nexr freezlnz westher. something saldom seen
during £ WoorTAL erulse, the VO-01l3 Maliatenence Departmant
performed splendidly in ‘.z.ing the scuadron »irvereft in a
high state of recadiness., For this accomplishment the Black
Tion maintenance personnel ore truly to be commended.

1
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CONFIDENTIAL—

Returning to NAS &lramar on 12 October, VF-213 inducted
the first of ten aircroft inte tha ACE (Aircraft Conditional
Evaluation). Program. Thousands of dollars were saved and
documented by the Naval Alr Reworlk Facllity by employing
the ACE Program instead of the noimal PAR c¢yele. All of
thils sum couid be divectly attributsd to the efforts on the
prart of the VF-Zi2 Mainienance Depariment.

In November tThe Blu ¥ Lionrs began thelir long awaited
TOPGUN ACM syllabus., During this syllabus every aircrew
flew numerous missions agalnst TOPGUN adversaries perfecting
their section tactics while employing the VTAS (Visual
Target Acquislition System) dogfight weapons sySme. This
weapons systven allows the pliot, with the aid of a special
helmet, to siave the rodar antenns or Sidewinder seeker
head:s to hils own 1ine of signt ani lnitlate automatic radar
o seeker head tracking from a viuuvgl sighting. The system
permlits rapild tYerget zcguisleion and expandsd ATM-T7 and
ATNM-9 lounches In the dogfight envirenment. This weapons
gsystem has giv-n the flghiling “lack Lions cne ¢f the most
technelegically advarcad woapons system in the woerltd today.

During the course of 1874, the Black Lions devoted
thousands of mzvhours to the area of formal classroom
maintenance training. This formal training iIncluded the
areas of technical and supervisory skills, leadership and
human resource menagement, In addition to the formal
classroom tralaing, thousands of hours were spent in on-
the~job tralning, whereb: older, more experienced personnel
teach their younger sguadron mates the skills they have
aguired over the wears.

Finalli: dureinge 1970, ecceyven Black Lion pilots. LT

were abie to vzcora Ttheir 100th carrizr Janding., Starting
the last cruise as nugpet Dllots, theqn officers, through
dlligence and hard work. have become {leet zsperiencad
pilots standing ready to pass on thelr knowliedge to inconing
young Naval Awviaztore,

A11 in all, 197k provo to be o highly succe =sfu.
for the Bisecln Liosnsg of Vil @“leé sustenangs i

L

hours spent birieflng., flying and tain’ g Uh
during the dive “"flea op“ratvong anu re,d~t1ﬁ! in Blank
Lion aircrews and maintenanse persornel bheling considered the

Fsl

finest in the fi=gt.

G
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CONFIDENTIAL-
FIGHTER SQUADRON TWO ONE W ST FLIGHT SUMMARY

FLIGHT HOURS (JAN-DEC 1974) ARPESTED LANDINGS

DAY NIGHT TOTAL

JAN 150.0 105.5 255,5 99 66

FEB 125.0 ho.5 167.5 60 20

MAR 175.3 48,3 223.6 88 4o

APR 127.4 31.8 159.2 70 21

MAY 121.1 "35,2 156.3 88 18

JUN 82.7 3.5 86.2 71 7

JUL 81.9 9.9 91.8 k 0

AUG 208.9 141.9 350.8 76 39

SEP 205.¢C 7.2 2i2.2 118 9

OCT §7.5 15.0 112.5 2 0

NOV 165.9 232.6 189.5 15 0

DEC 267.6 2.3 330.% 0 0

TOTAL1808.3 haT7.2 23%5,5 651 222

AS OF 1 JAN 1974 TRANSFERS:

F4J 153795 153825 RX FROM V#-121 15 OCT 74
155559 155832 RX FROM VF-121 15 NOV 714
155563 155895 RX FROM VF-121 19 NOV 7Tk
155572 155895 OPERATION LOSS 19 NOV 74
155575 1538G4 RX FROM VP-121 19 NOV T4
155732 155807 RX FROM VF-121 25 NOV 74
155876 155786 RX FROM V#-121 3 DEC 74
155880 155764 RX FROM V@-121 17 DEC 74
155881
155882

AS OF 31 DEC 1974 ACE SCHEDULE OF AIRCRAFT TRANSFERS

F4T 153795 155764 s m oUT
153804 155786 '

153825 155807 155876 15 00T 74 30 JAN 75
155559 155832
155563 155876 155880 18 02 74 & FEB 75
155572 155889
155575 155881 155881 2% 00T T4 26 FEB 75

155732 155852 |
55382 31 00T T4 26 FEB 75

155732 12 NOV Th 12 MAR 75
155572 17 DEC 74 IN PROGRESS

CONFIDENTIAL —
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HIZTORY
Gy
FiGHTER SQUADDCN ''WO ONT THREE
1G5 - 1974

Fighter Squadron TWO ONE THREE's distinguished history
began on 22 June 1855 when the squadron was commissioned at
NAS Moffet Field. The now famous "BLACK LION" insignia con-
slsting of a lion surmounting the constellation Leo against
the aark nightsky was chosen to depiet the courage and ten-
acity necessary to perform the squadron's mission in the en-
vironment in which we work. Assigned the dual: and demanding
missions of night/all-weather alr defense and special weapons

delivery, the squadron was initially equipped with the Me-
donnel F~2H3 BANSHEE.

Fellowing an exbtensive training period, the BLACK LIONS
Joined Air Wing TWELVE and departed for the Far East on
beard USS BON BOMME RICHARD (CVA--31) in early August 1956.
Shortly after their return from a very successful cruise,
the BLACK LITONS became one of the first Navy squadrons to
receive the F-4D SKYRAY, iil:ls airecraft, then the Navy's
finest all-weathei interceptor, was a radical change from
the BANSHEE both in performance and external appearance.

At the time cf its introduction to the fleet, the P-4D was
the holder of several world speed and climb records.

Deploying aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVA <6), the BLACK
LIONS commenced the first of two WESTPAC cruises with the
"Ford." Their return from the Far East in February 1960
marked the last operaticnal deployment of the SKYRAY to
the Far East.

. Home a2gain at Moffet Field, VF-213 swapped the F-4D
for the McDonnell F-2H DENMON in March 1960. By November
1960, fully combat ready wilith their necw aircraft, the BLACK
LIONS boarded the US3 HAMNCOCK (CVA-19) for theilr fourth de~
ployment in as many years. Returning in June 1961, the
squadron was shifted to FAS Miramavr which was destined to
become "Pighter Town" homs of all "AIRPAC" fighter aircraft.
In the various competitions whiah ensued, VF-213 immediately
distingulshed 1tself zs the cutstanding all-weather fighter
squadron. In Octeber of that year, with less than ten alir-
craft aboard, the squadron flew over 600 hours. A "missile
shoot" at Point Mugu the following month established a new
Pacific Missile Range record for squadron proficiency.

g i

L LJebrvony 1052 cound the WUA0OT LTIOHS onzoe e bound for
WESTPALT, agein asscasd UID AV 0. (CVA-IS),.  Whe “oriovment
was highlighted by participation in the United States inltial
support operations in Laos. Pricr to thsir reiurn to CONUS
in June, all pilets had qualiified as "Centurions™ aboard
HANCOCK. The next crulse in HANCOCK, Juns-December 1963

© 30 Facleosure (1)

Y



rang down the curtain on the DEMON and the BLACK LIONS
commenced transition to the F-L IFIANTCM shortly after re-
turning to Miramar. The squadron was assigned a unique
version of the PHANTC!N, the 4G, conteining data link equip-
ment compatible with shipboard arnd alr‘orﬂe Tactical Data
Systems. An elghteen month trainiﬂg and evaluation period
followed during which the BLACK LIONS wnioneered and stan-
dardized much of “he lacticul Data Svastem opgratlons in use
today. The BLACK LTONS' first deploymeant in PHANTOMS, which
commenced in Novemher 1965 abeard USS KITTY HAWK (LVA-63),
was a combat deployment in the Gulfi of 'Yonkin. In addition
to continued operatlional evaluation of the Tactical Data
Systems, the sguadron accrued another "Filrst" in the eva-
luation of the Approach Power Compensator System while sup~
porting United Stater commivments in North and South Vietnam.
This deploymernt marked the first utilization of the F-4 as

a conventional bomber, a rcole which was destined tHo mark

the PHANTOM as the nwiber oie aircrait in the Navy, Air Force
and Marine invaantory. Returning cn June 19, 1966, the

BLACK LICONS tradod thelr F-hg's for the lastest F-UB's,

agzin equipped with Jpevla]¢vad eiaevronice gear which re-
gquired combat operations. cv-riuvation.

Midway through thelr shnori turnarcund training period,
the BLACK LIONS operating p:oflclency and accomplishments
were recognized by the recelpt of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations Safety Award. In Novemher 1266 we were aboard USS
KITTY HAWK agaln heading for what was now a "hot"™ war in
the Gulf of Tonkin. Notable among the many accomplishments
were the destruciivn of o North Vietnamese "Colt" aircraft,
the strikes against Haiohong. Hanoi, Van Dien, Than Hca and
the first United States Strikc against the Mig base at Kep.

Late June 1967 found the LLACK LIONS back at Miramar
readying fthemselves for thelr third consecutive combat
crulse In less fthan two years. Desplts heavy operating
schedules and short turnaround periods, the outstanding
readiness of the BLACK T..0NS was amply evidenced by the
95.7 received during the AQFL“TStWB lve/Material inspection
conduected Just pricr to dovlioyument The sec“nd consecutive
Chief of Naval Operations f Sety Aw =4 presented Lo tha
BLACK LIONS reflected the spirit and ¢ompetence of the
entire squadromn.

Leaving San Diego in November 1967, the ELACK LIONS
arrived on the line the 23rd of December, remaining there
until 21 February vo set a new record for congscutive days
or Yankee Station. Durlng this period, the Sguadron flew
an unprecedented 1653 hours in 917 combat sorties. May 1963
marked the annlversary of our Tourch year of PHANTUOM per-
ations, primarily In the coubat area, without an operaticnal
accident; a period during which we have flown over 20,000
hours and made 6000 carrier landings. This is a record un-
equalled by any operational sgquadron and certalilsy crnvied
by ail orf then. Offizial recognition of thils performance

1 Taclosure (1)



came once agein as the BLACK LIONS recelved thelr third
consecutive Chief of Naval Cperations Safety Awara at cere-
monies on the NAS Miramar parade ground shortly after re-
turning to San Diego in Juns 19068.

After enjoying thelr first Christmas at home in four
years, the BLACI LIONS dcparted San Diego sboard USS KITTY
HAWK for their fourth consecutive deployment in the Gulf of
Tonkin. Despite the cessation of borbing ir North Vietnam
VF-213 maintained a high tempc of flight operations both
1n the Gulf of Tonkin and the Yellow Sea, flying 1897 sorties
for 3741 flight hours and expending nearly 1000 tons ordnance.

Returning to CUHJs in September 1969, the ELACK LIONS
began their transition to the F4T, a more poweriul and
sophisticated vercion of the PHANTOM 1T, After completing
months of arducus trainings in ail phases of P-4 flying,
VF-213 once again moved aboard the USS KITTY HAWK. In
November 1970. the salp and alr wing departea for another
extended deployment in the Southeast Asia war zone. buring
the eruilse, the sgquadion [.ew hundreds of missions against
the Ho Chi Minh Wraii in Lacs. The BLACK LIONS also support-
ed the South Vietnamese thrust into Lacs and participated
in several proteccive prenction strikes into orth Vlietnam.
For its efforts. the sguadron was awarded the Navy Unit
Citation and, for its oubtstanding safety record, it was
awarded its fourth Chief cof Naval Operatlons Safety Award
on returning to CONUS.

After a short and hectic turnarcund, the squaaron
deployed agaln in USS WITTY HAWK on February 17, 1972 in
support of U.S. withdeawal. During the denloyment the BLACK
LIONS continued to set re:urds. The squadron’s alrcrews
flew over 2100 missleorns 2pnd dropped over 1200 tons of or-
dnance with seven alrcrowmen accumulating more than 300
missions ecach. During the deployment the BLACK LIONS also
spent a record 188 d s on the line.

The year of 1973 gav. Vi-213 a well-deserved long turn-
around and trajaing cvel:. In anril, aftzr a four month
ACE program, %.2 By o Ceeadni troair twalivo =ivopaltito
TESARL, En ralume i FOr fwe 3 '

v € canrevait. The
new aircraft gave the BLalK LIUNS the mos

t advenced dog-
fight capability and versatility availabls: in the F-U4J. 1In
November, VF-213 reduced zic Inventory to ten alircralft in
aceordance with the new CV carrier concept reguirements

and deployed aboard USS KIWMTY IIWK Tow the BLACK LIONS
eighth WESTPAC crulse. Highlignts during the cruise in
cluded partiecipating in a Ifirspower deqonstraticon for the
Shah of Iran, ciressing the Hauator enroute Lo HWoambosa,
Kenya, and visiting the foreign ports of Singapore, Manila,
Mombasa, and Hong Kong.
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The year of 1974 saw v#.-213 return from WESTPAC to NAS
Miramar in July. After a brief turnaround the BLACK LIONS
reported aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-66) for the NATO conducted
exercise "Northern Mergar®. After returning to NAS Miramar
in November, the BLACK LIONS are cursently engaged in a
rigorous turnarcund and tralning period in anfticipation of
their forthecoming crulse 1n the summer of 1875
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BLACK LION AIRCEAFT HISTORY:

1955 BANSHEE F-2E3
1957 SKYRAY FeldD
1960 DEMON F-3H
1963 PHANTOM P-4G
1966 PHANTOM T 4B
1969 PHANTOM T 47

BLACK LION AIRCRAFT CARRIER HISTORY:
1955 BCN EOMME RICHARD
19569 LEXTINGTON
1960 HANCCCK
1965 KITTY HAWK
BLACK LION HOMEBASE HISTORY :

195% NA4AS MOFPET
1961 NAS MIRAMIR

3
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FIGHTER S%GUAVECOK TWC HUNDRED THIRTEEN
FPC SAN TPRANCISCO, 66601
COMMANDING CTPPICER'S BIOGRAPEY
COMMANDER DNBERT I. HEISNER

the son of [EISHIEIEG
He attended the
and the U. S. Naval
Academy, receiving his commission as Ensign in July of 1957.
He was designated a Naval Aviator in November 1953.

Commander Rcbert I. Heisner
] was born in

His first set of orders as a naval aviator were to VS-23 at
NAS Los Alamitos, flying the S-2, where he made one WESTPAC
cruise aboard the USS YORXTOWN. Completing this tour of
duty in August 1260, he wasg ordered to Anti-submarine
Squadron TWENTY-RIVE at NAS North Island, serving as LSO
and Assistant Operations Officer, fiying the S-2F, where he
also completed his second WESTPAC cruise aboard the USS
YORKTOWN .

In February of 17252 Cormmander Helsner reported to Carrier
Anti-submarine Group I'ifTY-WIVE where he served as CAG LSO,
agaln flying in the $-2F and also completing another WESTPAC
eruise aboard the USS YORKTOWN. In May of 1963 Commander
Helsner reported to NAYC Patuxent River where he served as

a test pilot, flying various types of aireraft including the
P-1, P-4, F~5, F-6, F-8 anda F-9.

Following completicn of his tour at Patuxent River, Commander
Heisner reported to VF=-124 where, in a training status, he
completed his transition to the P-8 aircrart. Following
completion of his training, he reported to VF-53 where he
served as Administrative Officer, Maintenance Officer and
Operations Officer, flying the F--8E.

In 1968 Commander Heisner reported aboard VX-4 at NAS Pt.
Mugu where he served as Maintenance Officer, Chief Projects
Officer and Offilcer in Charge of Guided Miszile Unit 41,
Following completion cf his term he reported to VF-124
where he assumed the ducizs of Executive Officer, flying
the F-8 Crusader.

Commander Helsner reported to Fighter Sguadron TWO THIRTEEN
as EBExecutive Officer 1n Junc 1973 at NAS Miramar where the
squadron was awaiting its upcoming cruise. Af%ter spending
a WESTPAC cruise as Executlve Officer, Commander Helsner
became the Commanding Officer of Fighteor Sguadron TWO
THIRTEEN follcwing ceremonies held abcard NA3 Miczmar in
July 1974,

Commander Heisner is married to the former [EESEIEIGEG -
=and resides with their children, SIS
at I
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FIGUTER SQUALRON TWO 'LHIKTEEN
FPO SAN BRUICTICC 18601

EXECUTTVE OFICHR'S IMTOGRAPHY

COMMANDER FRrAGCIS X, WEZZADRI

mmander rrancis X. Megzadri

the son of

_ He attended SN
zid the Naval Aviatlon Cadet Program,
receiving nhils commisslon as Ensign in September of 1558. He
was designated a Naval Aviator 1n June of 195G,

His first set of orders as a naval aviator were to VA-125 at
NAS Moffett Field where he vnderwent tralning as a fleet
replacement pilet in the A-4C. Completing this tour of duty
in May of 1660, he was ordered to VA-192 at NAS Lemoore,
serving az Legal and Spesaeial Weapons Leading Officer, flying
the A-4C, where he also completed two WESTPAC c¢ruises aboard
the USS BON HO¥iiE RICIAERD.

In January of 1663, Commander Mezzadri reported to the Pacifie
Missile Range =% MAS P%, Migu For a one yezar tour of duty as a
test pillot. In Decernner o 1963, Commander Mezzadri began his
three year tour of duty fiying with the Blue Angels in the
F-11 Tiger.

Following completion of his tour with the Blue Angels, Commander
Mezzadri reported to VF-u6 at VAS Miramar where he completed a
wartime WESTPAC cruilse aboard USS AMERICA flying the ¥-4B., 1In
March of 1972, after recelving his BA degree In Forelgn Affalrs
from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School ‘a4t Monterey, Commander

Mezzadrl reported aboard the USS MIDWAY for a one year tour of
duty with CVW-5,

Commander Mezzadri reported to Fighter Squadron TWO THIRTEEN as
Executive Officer in July of 1974 at NAS Miramar following a
short tour of dubty with VF-126 and trangsition to the F-U4J in
VE-121 at NAS Miranar.

Commander Mezzadri iz married to the former [HISIIEIGNGEGEGEGEGEGN-
0 resldeg with their ~hiidren, BN

and

16





